
HEROES OF THE FAITH – RAHAB
HEBREWS 11:30-31



THE FAITH OF RAHAB

HEBREWS 11:30-31 BY FAITH 
THE WALLS OF JERICHO FELL, 
AFTER THE PEOPLE HAD 
MARCHED AROUND THEM 
FOR SEVEN DAYS. (31) BY 
FAITH THE PROSTITUTE 
RAHAB, BECAUSE SHE 
WELCOMED THE SPIES, WAS 
NOT KILLED WITH THOSE 
WHO WERE DISOBEDIENT.

About Rahab –
- In Jewish tradition she was named as 1 of the 4     

great female beauties of the Bible.
- Rahab is mentioned by name 8 times in the Bible.
- Can you remember what 8 is the number of in the 
Bible?

So why talk about Rahab?
Rahab's story is wonderful in the light that it shines 
on salvation, new life and resurrection through faith.

https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Heb%2011.30-31


1. THE SOVEREIGN LEADING OF GOD

JOSHUA 2:1 THEN JOSHUA 
SON OF NUN SECRETLY SENT 
TWO SPIES FROM SHITTIM. 
"GO, LOOK OVER THE LAND," 
HE SAID, "ESPECIALLY 
JERICHO." SO THEY WENT 
AND ENTERED THE HOUSE OF 
A PROSTITUTE NAMED 
RAHAB AND STAYED THERE.

The first thing that jumped out at me was 
the sovereign leading of God at the beginning of 
the story.

Why would the spies go to the house of a harlot? 
Odd place for a God-fearing Israelite to be don't 
you think?

It is the providence and working of God. God is in 
the business of setting up 'meetings’. Ruth 2:3

Let's personalize it:
Maybe we can look back and see how God 
arranged people and situations in our salvation?

https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Josh%202.1


2. THE UNLIKELY CHOICE

JOSHUA 2:1 THEN JOSHUA 
SON OF NUN SECRETLY SENT 
TWO SPIES FROM SHITTIM. 
"GO, LOOK OVER THE LAND," 
HE SAID, "ESPECIALLY 
JERICHO." SO THEY WENT 
AND ENTERED THE HOUSE OF 
A PROSTITUTE NAMED 
RAHAB AND STAYED THERE.

The second thing that stood out to me was the 
unlikely choice for the hero of this story. We may have 
expected to read 'Now there was a God-fearing man 
in Jericho….

Rahab is mentioned by name 8 times in the Bible. Out 
of those, 5 times it says she is a prostitute! Even in the 
New Testament there are 3 mentions of Rahab and 2 
of those remind us again of her, 'profession’!

Matthew 21:31 

Let's personalize it:
At a surface level we think that Rahab was as unlikely 
choice but I was an unlikely choice. And so are you.

https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Josh%202.1


3. TRUE FAITH ACTS
JOSHUA 2:3-6 SO THE KING OF JERICHO SENT 
THIS MESSAGE TO RAHAB: "BRING OUT THE 
MEN WHO CAME TO YOU AND ENTERED YOUR 
HOUSE, BECAUSE THEY HAVE COME TO SPY 
OUT THE WHOLE LAND." 

(4) BUT THE WOMAN HAD TAKEN THE TWO 
MEN AND HIDDEN THEM. SHE SAID, "YES, THE 
MEN CAME TO ME, BUT I DID NOT KNOW 
WHERE THEY HAD COME FROM. 

(5) AT DUSK, WHEN IT WAS TIME TO CLOSE THE 
CITY GATE, THE MEN LEFT. I DON'T KNOW 
WHICH WAY THEY WENT. GO AFTER THEM 
QUICKLY. YOU MAY CATCH UP WITH THEM." 

(6) (BUT SHE HAD TAKEN THEM UP TO THE 
ROOF AND HIDDEN THEM UNDER THE STALKS 
OF FLAX SHE HAD LAID OUT ON THE ROOF.)

The third point that comes out of this is that Rahab's faith 
wasn't just a head knowledge. It acted!

It impacted her life and decisions. It changed how she 
lived!

She heard a report, she believed, she confessed (as we 
shall see) and she acted.

The book of James emphasizes this point of the story -
how her faith worked in James 2:25

Let's personalize it:
We should consider the ways in which our faith acts. All 
of Hebrews 11 is about what the people DID by faith. Not 
so much what they believed.

https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Josh%202.3-6


4. RAHAB'S KNOWLEDGE OF GOD

JOSHUA 2:8 BEFORE THE SPIES LAY DOWN FOR THE 
NIGHT, SHE WENT UP ON THE ROOF 

(9) AND SAID TO THEM, "I KNOW THAT THE LORD 
HAS GIVEN THIS LAND TO YOU AND THAT A GREAT 
FEAR OF YOU HAS FALLEN ON US, SO THAT ALL WHO 
LIVE IN THIS COUNTRY ARE MELTING IN FEAR 
BECAUSE OF YOU. 

(10) WE HAVE HEARD HOW THE LORD DRIED UP THE 
WATER OF THE RED SEA FOR YOU WHEN YOU CAME 
OUT OF EGYPT, AND WHAT YOU DID TO SIHON AND 
OG, THE TWO KINGS OF THE AMORITES EAST OF THE 
JORDAN, WHOM YOU COMPLETELY DESTROYED. 

(11) WHEN WE HEARD OF IT, OUR HEARTS MELTED 
AND EVERYONE'S COURAGE FAILED BECAUSE OF 
YOU, FOR THE LORD YOUR GOD IS GOD IN HEAVEN 
ABOVE AND ON THE EARTH BELOW.

Before actions however comes the work of God in the heart so for the 
fourth point, I was also taken by Rahab's knowledge of God and what 
motivated her actions. Being a Canaanite she would not have had full 
details about the God of Israel but she knew some critically important 
things:

1. She knew that Yahweh (whose name she used) was God of Heaven 
and Earth.
2. She knew of the great deliverance He had given Israel out of Egypt
3. She knew that judgement was coming and most importantly that she 
was right in its path!
4. She knew she wanted to find salvation for her family and herself.

She actually stood in the fear of the Lord (which the Bible says is the 
beginning of wisdom) thinking of what was going to happen.

Let's personalize it:
Perfect love casts out all fear so if you are a child of God you should not 
go around being scared of your Heavenly Father.



5. RAHAB'S THOUGHT OF HER FAMILY AND OTHERS

JOSHUA 2:12 NOW THEN, PLEASE SWEAR TO ME 
BY THE LORD THAT YOU WILL SHOW KINDNESS TO 
MY FAMILY, BECAUSE I HAVE SHOWN KINDNESS 
TO YOU. GIVE ME A SURE SIGN 

(13) THAT YOU WILL SPARE THE LIVES OF MY 
FATHER AND MOTHER, MY BROTHERS AND 
SISTERS, AND ALL WHO BELONG TO THEM, AND 
THAT YOU WILL SAVE US FROM DEATH." 

(14) OUR LIVES FOR YOUR LIVES! THE MEN 
ASSURED HER. "IF YOU DON'T TELL WHAT WE ARE 
DOING, WE WILL TREAT YOU KINDLY AND 
FAITHFULLY WHEN THE LORD GIVES US THE 
LAND." 

(15) SO SHE LET THEM DOWN BY A ROPE 
THROUGH THE WINDOW, FOR THE HOUSE SHE 
LIVED IN WAS PART OF THE CITY WALL.

The fifth point, I like how Rahab thought of others.

Let's personalize it:
We too need to think of others. We are all in the city 
of destruction not knowing how long we've got.



6. THE SCARLET SIGN OF SALVATION

JOSHUA 2:17-19 THE MEN SAID TO HER, "THIS 
OATH YOU MADE US SWEAR WILL NOT BE 
BINDING ON US 

(18) UNLESS, WHEN WE ENTER THE LAND, YOU 
HAVE TIED THIS SCARLET CORD IN THE 
WINDOW THROUGH WHICH YOU LET US 
DOWN, AND UNLESS YOU HAVE BROUGHT 
YOUR FATHER AND MOTHER, YOUR BROTHERS 
AND ALL YOUR FAMILY INTO YOUR HOUSE. 

(19) IF ANYONE GOES OUTSIDE YOUR HOUSE 
INTO THE STREET, HIS BLOOD WILL BE ON HIS 
OWN HEAD; WE WILL NOT BE RESPONSIBLE. AS 
FOR ANYONE WHO IS IN THE HOUSE WITH 
YOU, HIS BLOOD WILL BE ON OUR HEAD IF A 
HAND IS LAID ON HIM.

The sixth point is that salvation was promised but she needed to do two 
things. She and her family had to remain in her house and she had to 
have a scarlet cord tied out her window as a sign.

This house, with the scarlet sign on it, was the only safe place in the 
entire city.

There is a scarlet thread 
that runs through 
the entire Bible.

There were many houses
in Jericho but only one 

where salvation was offered.

Exodus 12:13

Let's personalize it:
Just as the scarlet cord was a sign for the Israelites to see and not to 
destroy that house, so God sees the blood of Christ and those under it.

https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Josh%202.17-19


7. THE TYPE OF THINGS TO COME

JOSHUA 6:24-25 THEY BURNED THE 
CITY WITH FIRE, AND ALL THAT 
WAS IN IT... 

(25) HOWEVER, RAHAB THE 
HARLOT AND HER FATHER'S 
HOUSEHOLD AND ALL SHE HAD, 
JOSHUA SPARED; AND SHE HAS 
LIVED IN THE MIDST OF ISRAEL TO 
THIS DAY, FOR SHE HID THE 
MESSENGERS WHOM JOSHUA 
SENT TO SPY OUT JERICHO.

Finally, as a seventh point, God not only puts the 
gospel in these stories but He also teaches about the 
days at the return of Christ.

In Joshua 6: God instructed the Israelites. This is all 
prophetic - Revelation 11:15-17

What happens to Rahab and family? 
In the story of Rahab this gentile woman and her 
family are allowed to live on in this new kingdom 
established in the Promised Land because she had 
protected the Israelites while they were under threat.

The same thing will play out again when Jesus returns. 
Matthew 25:31-46  

https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Josh%206.24-25
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Rev%2011.15-17


CONCLUSION
Simple but important points that we learn from Rahab's life.

• God is in the business of turning people's lives around. And He does that for the most unlikely 
of people. 

• Rahab's life didn't deserve salvation - she was very much a sinner. But she found salvation 
through faith. 

• It is also worth remembering that Rahab didn't receive the grace of God in vain. She didn't 
remain in her sins. She wasn't a prostitute after this point! Her life was changed, becoming the 
mother of Boaz and the great, great, great……………………grandmother of Jesus! 

• Lastly, we should think about others. Rahab cared that her family was saved not just herself. 
We are not called JUST to be thankful that we are saved. We are called to share that message 
and be an ambassador for Christ!


